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Abstract The morphological characters, distribution and type locality of Cycas taiwaniana 
are discussed in this paper. Cycas taiwaniana is only found in central-southern Fujian 
Province in China, with only one wild plant growing in Pinghe County. The type plant of the 
species still grows in front of CHEN Yuan-Guang Temple in Zhangzhou City. 
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Fig. 2. Cycas taiwaniana from different localities. A, Yunxiao. B, Xiamen. C, Zhangzhou. D, Pinghe. 


“ Among the [silkworm] cocoons now sent you will find two specimens of an extraordinary 
leaf. I have worked at it in vain to make out its relations. It looks like a botanical caricature of 
a Pelican. The Chinese call it Hai-te-koe or sea-iron fowl (sea-iron is the name given to the 
coral submarine trees), and use it to flavour tea. They tell me it is found in fresh-water wells, 
but it is so rare here that I have not been able to ascertain how it grows, and whether the leaf 
constitutes the entire plant....... ”“ooo0o00000000:1.000000:52.00 
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Fig.3. Cycas taiwaniana from Pinghe, Fujian. Fig. 4. Cycas taiwaniana from CHEN Yuan-Guang 
Temple in Zhangzhou, Fujian. 
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